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‘For most of the world, the capture of solar radiation in replenishable forms
continued to be the main source of energy until perhaps the mid-twentieth century.
From around 1800, however, these renewable sources were steadily replaced with
highly concentrated stores of buried solar energy, the deposits of carbon laid down
150 to 350 million years ago when the decay of peat bog forests and of marine
organismes, in particular oxygen-deficient environments converted biomass into
the relatively rare but extraordinarily potent deposits of coal and oil’

Timothy Mitchell, Carbon Democracy: Political Power in the Age of Qil (Verso, 2011)
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Ayellow line cutting horizontally across a dome,
/

The same in reverse.

Ablurry line,
A region of experience,
Where carbon moves,
Set against the sun.

A single point,
A burning flame,
Not eternal, ablaze in the sky.
It burns, next to it the sun sets.

Big fire, little fire,
A point, a circle,
A line of smoke rises up,
Spreading out,
Thinning out,
Yellowing out,
A second horizon intersecting the horizon:

“The sky is closing,” she said.

| keep repeating a line in my head, one whose intentions impress me yet implica-
tions evade me. ‘Alienated production makes the smog. Revolution makes the
sunshine’. Guy Debord wrote this in 1971, in a pamphlet entitled A Sick Planet. Of
course, this is a tentative narrative, one differentiation amongst many, but that
fateful year may be posited in our drama as the start of a world picture to which
we are spectators well into the present day: the peak of petroleum production
worldwide, the deregulation of the dollar, the shift to an unofficial ‘black gold’
standard, the theory of unlimited growth, the coming crisis, wars, embargoes
and revolutions, and so the political theatre well-known to all, ad absurdum. The
sunshine never came, at least, not permanently. The smog has spread. The curse
of the weather-gods was inscribed into clay thousands of years ago: ‘may he who
breaks a single stone, have his race removed from the earth’. How many stones
have been broken? Will we disappear? Or will ‘we’ regroup and reform—will a ‘we’
form, finally, as ash, bone, coral, indigo, salt, sand or sugarcane?
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Looking out onto the marshy fields of Khuzestan, an ancient land holding silent
ruins, a ‘modern’ landscape of technocratic melancholy, the collapse of single-
point perspective in that instance we shared in the car not only swept us off

our feet in space, but opened our senses up to time. Forward and backward, up
and down, a sphere whose edges are never witnessed, a succession of circular
positions from small to large: an atom of carbon bonding with another element,
bacterial DNA encased within a cell membrane, a species gazing at the sky, a
planet rotating around a star, a solar system inside a cloud of cosmic dust, bundles
of galactic light moving outwards in never-ending space, a time-movement
propelled by a sonic bang, an ongoing echo of an unknown technicity. Water within
water, light within light—is it possible to distinguish a particle within a wave? This
is a sensitisation towards a scale deeper than you, other than you, not necessarily
bigger or smaller than you, but surrounding you. Or rather, you enter the surround.
And within that circular fold, we stick together. There is care to be re-distributed,
attention to be re-attuned.
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We've been studying together for some time now. It's not what you might think—there’s
no curriculum to follow and teachers to please. Study is something else other than
‘school'—it's what's before and after, what's in between. Study doesn't try and keep
knowledge confined to one science, to one faculty, or another; study tries to tune in to the
different languages that present themselves.

Why is science kept separated from poetry? Something we'll never understand. It's a pity,
actually, that we had such bad science teachers when we were both in school. This was
one of the first thoughts we had last summer, when we began to study chemistry. With
chemistry, one of the things we studied is bonds: how things come together, relate, and
eventually fall apart. Studying bonds is about thinking the world and its wonders as one
of changing alliances, where the story of how carbon and hydrogen meet and the potent
formations they make is also the story of how alchemists wanted to transform and purify
the soul. It is a story of how the forms of the human world are reflected and refracted in
the forms of the more-than-human world—a multi-species cohabitation, the world of life
and non-life.

We listened to many voices, some human, some not. One voice told us about a human
invention, the open-pit coal mine. Tadzio pictured it: ‘it's a wound, it's obscene’. How did
he know? He had felt it for himself, as part of the ongoing ‘Ende Geldande’ campaign,

an alliance of individuals and organisations who engage in mass civil disobedience
actions at various coal mining sites in Germany. In one operation, they were able to

shut down a lignite mine in Lusatia. Hundreds of people, police chasing right behind, a
helicopter kicking up a cloud of dust above, ran into the pit on foot, storming the digger
machines, collapsing on top of one another in communal ecstasy after breaking one
security line after the next. They entered the mine; they occupied it. They shut down the
diggers. They drew a line on the ground. They could stay there forever, huddled together,
cordoned off by the police, occupying this apocalyptic landscape and filling it, for once,
with materialised affect: collective joy. ‘Just for once—we won’, said our interlocutor with
a sigh. The climate justice activist against the apparatus of fossil capital: tiny victories
against a large tyrant!

Another voice chimed in. It was in the middle of a summer night, along an unmarked
military road in Lebanon, on a dry, rocky mountainside overlooking the Bekaa Valley,
when Namik spoke words out into the silent darkness. The echo of a giant lorry that had,
shortly before, been driven at breakneck speed, still resonated from the distance. He
stood there, telling us: ‘we know nothing of the technical schemes from which unseen
landscape futures are transcribed. As we inhabit our cities...we remain unaware of the
diffuse metabolism that supplies them with their sap, sustains their forward thrusting
current’. In the dark, eyes closed, the presence of another body near, footsteps can be
heard upon gravel. Is it an animal? A calm sensation takes over, one of being limited, of a
reduction to a point upon a plane, its personal connection is blurry to other points.

Elizabeth reminded us that when we question formations of power, we immediately
encounter nothing short of drama—'a drama that organises what we hold dear and

where we think the plot is going, she said. Protagonists versus antagonists, a logic of
confrontation, action, catharsis and resolution that seeps into an entire civilisation's
imagination of happening. For a long time, we were told, if you stood in certain places
you could feel it, how power operates over life and death. Depending on where you're
standing, and what form of existence you think you are, there would appear to be a divide
that is carefully, and not reciprocally, managed. Its aim is to demarcate clear boundaries
between bodies and then place them into strict hierarchies: those bodies that were
never alive, those that are dead, those that are to (or perhaps even, must) die, those that
live (for now) and those that must be kept alive at any cost. ‘Clearly, x humans are more
important than y rocks".

And yet, is this so clear? Again, depending on where one finds oneself and who or what
is speaking, a rock may well be more important than a human. This positioning has
consequences: take petroleum, a form seemingly not-alive, whose energetic potential
has driven a certain mode of human life to understand itself through steady flow and
liquidity. In this process, this same mode of human life has initiated transformations
that are now extinguishing other forms of existence on a planetary scale—itself, or at
least some of it, included. The Dramatic Plot speaks: ‘The Earth is dying! Humanity is
engineering its own demise!’ The Ecologists plead: ‘Save the Earth, and thereby save
humanity! The Capitalists strategise: ‘Save some humans, and make sure where they
stand on Earth is liveable! (The rest be damned!)’ The Accelerationists yell: ‘Embrace
the End!" (Whose end, though?) As soon as the narratives pile up, it becomes apparent
that this complexity is rather narrow—only ‘human’ perspectives speak in this drama, or
rather, only perspectives of certain humans. A conflict of voices and a polyphony of plots:
within this carbon theatre, it becomes clear that other languages have yet to be heard,
other forms have things to say, other attunements must be studied. Who does the Earth
think it is?

Chemistry was becoming more expansive than we had ever imagined: carbon appeared
embedded between and within worlds, not so much a fixed ‘thing, as it was a process

of translation. From ancient plant to geological deposit, coal beds to petroleum wells,
dinosaurs to plastic, from pipelined stream to geopolitical agent, subterrestrial fossil to
liquid capital, abundant resource to rationale for war, from burning exhaust to changing
the weather patterns of the planet, carbon’s transformations in and out of existing forms
refuses to abide by its imaginary position within this anthropomorphic drama. It resists
being positioned within the narrow scale of anthropocentric temporarily. Its place and
its time echoes on the margins of where ‘we’ think the scene is taking place, requiring a
sensitising apparatus that can pick up on its resonance. It requires, we were reminded, a
de-dramatisation and at the same time a responsibilisation This is a theatre that draws
you into the drama, only to flip it on its head and negotiate the plot. This sudden de-
dramatisation would hear other figures, other regions of existence: wind, dust, silence,
noise. A geontological theatre, to confront us with the question: ‘what formations are we
keeping in existence or extinguishing?.
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The following sites constitute the sound installation at the old planetarium in Sharjah. They were
recorded between January and March 2017.

The listening sequence is as follows, along with additional notes for each site.

Shushtar Historical Hydraulic System, Shushtar, Khuzestan Province (Iran), four-channel audio,
8 min

Since ancient times, Khuzestan Province, known as the heart of Iran’s modern petroleum and
natural gas production—centred in Abadan and Ahwaz—is rich in natural resources. The snow
from the Zagros Mountains in the northern-neighbouring provinces of Lorestan and Chahar-
Mahal-Bakhtiar melts to form snaking waterways that build up into grand rivers, such as the
Karun River. In the town of Shushtar, the Karun River's force was used to fuel a complex hydraulic
system, consisting of 46 watermills. Constructed in the Sassanid period around the 3rd century
C.E. and employing the work of Roman slaves, it is still partially in use today. The hydraulic
complex operates as a dam, an urban water supply tunnel system, mills for grinding flour from
grains and oils from seeds, and a marine defence system. The powerful flow of the Karun River

is controlled by a series of gates that can be opened and closed: when they are open, water
streams past wooden wheels connected by a spoke to milling stones. The mechanical energy

of the water operates the mill. In 1941, the Mostofi electricity supply station opened on the site,

providing hydroelectric power until the Dez Dam was completed in 1970 and replaced its services.

In the last decade, several new dam projects, the diversion and pollution of regional rivers, the
launch of the sugarcane industry, salinisation of arable lands and the loss of groundwater due
to oil extraction have dried out the river beds and wetlands and created toxic dust storms hitting
Khuzestan Province with increasing intensity every year.

Habshan-Fujeirah Oil Pipeline, Underground Pipeline Infrastructure, Fujeirah (United Arab
Emirates), four-channel audio, 8 min

Driving along the highway from Sharjah to Fujeirah, the mountainous landscape bears striking
signs of anthropogenic intervention. Slabs of stone have been cut away, deep pits have been
dug, piles of gravel and pebble form small hills, and dust clouds rise up into the sky. The road

approaches high voltage transformer towers every now and then, their electric cables extended
overhead, forming a line outwards into the mountains. It is next to the transformers’ path where
portions of the Habshan-Fujeirah Oil Pipeline pass underground. Spanning 360 km, the pipeline
originates at the ADCO and GaSCO facilities in Habshan, east of Abu Dhabi, a primary gathering
point for Emirati petroleum and natural gas production. From here the 48-inch tube cuts across
the inner section of the country, through Sweihan and west of Al-Ain, to then cut deep into the
mountains bordering Fujeirah and Ras El Khaimah. Crude oil, around 1.5 million barrels daily (or,
70% of the UAE's national production), flows along the pipeline to the Port of Fujeirah, located
outside of the Strait of Hormuz on the Gulf of Oman. The expansive Fujeirah Oil Terminals act as a
receiving station for the oil intended for export. Additional infrastructure, including an expansion
of the off-shore loading platforms, are under construction. The pipeline, constructed at the order
of IPIC, a private investment arm of the Abu Dhabi government, is the work of a multinational
range of contractors, including Siemens, WorleyParsons, and the China National Petroleum
Corporation and was inaugurated in July 2012. A stated aim of the pipeline is to secure the
unimpeded flow of UAE oil exports if Iran were to close the Strait of Hormuz, through which 35% of
the world’s sea-traded petroleum is handled. Saudi Arabia responded to Iran’s threat by reopening
the Iraqgi ‘Petroline’ pipeline to bypass Hormuz, using its Red Sea terminals. Qatar, Kuwait, and
Bahrain, however, rely on shipping their crude oil exports through the Strait. In one of many future
scenarios for petrocapital, the GCC countries, together with Turkey and Irag, would be able to
connect their existing pipelines and re-activate formerly closed or damaged ones, establishing a
direct underground route from the Mediterranean Sea to the Indian Ocean. The pipelines are part
of complex geopolitical maneuvers that aim to strategically regulate through which sovereign
hands the region’s oil reserves are exchanged and accessible.

Tropical Islands, Krausnick, Brandenburg (Germany), four-channel audio, 8 min

Housed in the largest free-standing hall in the world, a steel-dome ‘barrel bowl’ construction

that is 220 meters wide and 106 meters high, Tropical Islands opened in December 2004 as a
tropical theme park and resort in the middle of the Spreewald area, 60 km south of Berlin. The
dome was initially commissioned in 1992 by the German company CargoLifter AG as a hangar for
constructing its planned CL 160 heavy cargo airships (modelled after the Zeppelin). The site itself
was a former Soviet Air Force base, stationed on the Brand-Briesen airfield that had been built
between 1938-39 with the expansion of Nazi Germany’s military. CargoLifter AG never built its
airship; it declared bankruptcy in 2002. In June 2003, the Malaysian company Tanjong PLC bought
the hangar for €17.5 million and redeveloped it into a ‘holiday destination’. Tropical Islands hosts
a sauna complex, numerous swimming pools, a golf course, a campsite, a tropical rainforest, as
well as ethnically-themed dining, entertainment and overnight facilities. A loop of pre-recorded
rainforest sounds is piped into the hangar's stereo system for ambience. The dome maintains a
regulated temperature of 26 °C, with an air humidity of 64%, contradicting Berlin's continental
climate. Not ironically, the energy used to warm its facilities is counter-acted by air conditioner
units used to cool its guest rooms. Alongside its leisure investments, the operator Tanjong PLC
runs 13 power plant properties throughout the MENA Region and Southeast Asia. It has also
diversified its assets by investing in the importation, bottling, distribution and sale of liquefied
petroleum gas (propane/butane) in the People’s Republic of China.

Liibow Wind Farm, Liibow, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (Germany), four-channel audio, 8 min
In 1993, Dr. Birgitte Schmidt had a vision: to establish the first ‘citizen’s’ wind farm, communally
owned, engineered and realized solely by female scientists, and able to provide sustainable,



renewable energy for local households. Operated by the Society for Utilisation of Renewable
Energies, four Enercon E40/5.40 wind turbines—their bases decorated with colourful paintings—
were erected alongside the country road connecting the villages of Libow and Wietow in
northeastern Germany, around 7 km from the Baltic Sea. Each has a female name: Sophie, Lotte,
Heidrun, and Rosa. Following the fall of the GDR and the incorporation of its states into the
Federal Republic, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern's local, agriculture-based economy was effectively
dismantled through enforced readjustments to the capitalist market. The extensive privatisation
of Volkseigentum, the GDR’s public property, was implemented by the Treuhand Agency, a trust
that oversaw the private sale of 8,500 businesses, mostly to close them down. Many lost not only
their jobs, but their entire livelihoods, de-skilled and de-valued in the new Germany. Renewable
energies, in this moment, were not only environmentally-sound, they were also a means for
reclaiming and training communal autonomy. The wind turbines started generating electricity
in 1996; since then, Dr. Birgitte Schmidt and her husband Ditmar have founded the Solar Centre
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern as well as the International Institute for Life Energy. At the Solar
Centre, training and research take place for domestic and international visitors—from scientists
to investors and government representatives. Alongside methods for harnessing solar and
wind energy, small-scale technologies such as wastewater recycling units are demonstrated.
When His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum approached the Centre years
ago, interested in equipping the towers along Sheikh Zayed Road with solar panels, the project
was not realised. The technology at the time did not allow for accommodating the Sheikh’s one
specification: that the panels should be painted in the national colours.

Sharjah National Oil Corporation (SNOC), LPG Terminal, Hamriyah Free Zone, Sharjah (United
Arab Emirates), four-channel audio, 8 min

The LPG Terminal, located within the industrial port area at Hamriyah Free Zone, receives ‘liquid
petroleum gas’ (LPG)—that is, a combination of butane, propane, and jet fuel—from the Sajaa Gas
Plant to prepare them for export. The Sajaa Plant, where natural gas and hydrocarbonate are
initially extracted from the ground, sorted into various products and then sent along pipelines

to other facilities for point-processing, is located 40 km outside of Sharjah. The Sajaa gas field
was discovered in 1980, and as part of Sajaa Asset—established by the Government of Sharjah
along with British Petroleum in 1978—it was handed over to the state-owned Sharjah National
0Oil Corporation (SNOC) in 2010. Butane, propane and jet fuel, once released from their deep earth
holdings, are highly volatile: they easily combust upon exposure to oxygen and carry forceful
vapour pressure. To contain them safely for export, it is necessary to treat the product in a way
that turns the gas vapours into liquid. At the LPG Terminal, butane (C4), propane (C3), and jet fuel
(C1+C2) respectively arrive along three separate pipelines that jut out of the ground. Each product
travels along a winding labyrinth of tubes, where its pressure and temperature are constantly
monitored. Once SNOC gives the signal, the products must go through a compressor, an apparatus
comparable to a large-scale refrigerator. These are equipped with fanning units to keep them
from becoming overheated. The compressor applies counter-pressure to the gases, which has
the effect of cooling down the molecules until a liquid state is achieved. At -14°C, liquid petroleum
gas stabilises. The LPG is then piped to gigantic reservoirs where it is kept in storage. Rather than
docking in the port, shipping tankers receive the LPG products intended for export at an offshore
jetty site. When supply of the product is needed, the LPG Terminal filters the gas from storage
back through the compressor to make sure any vapourised elements are again liquified. These are
then propelled through a pipeline that extends out to the jetty, from which the temporarily-docked
tankers can fill up their load. The loading point is euphemistically referred to as a ‘dolphin area’,

while the structure that extends out from the jetty and secures the tanker to its delivery supply is
known as a ‘turtle’.

Silver Mines, ‘Reiche Zeche’ Shaft, Freiberg, Saxony (Germany), four-channel audio, 8 min

The forested region of the Ore Mountains in Saxony is rich in precious metals and valuable ores,
such as copper, iron and lead, with silver mining dating back to the 12th century. The ‘Reiche
Zeche' deposits are first mentioned in a contract signed in 1384. The mines in Freiberg contributed
significantly to the great wealth amassed by the Saxon rulers. Following the disastrous Seven
Years War (1754-1763), which threw Saxony into a world-wide battle over military prowess,
colonial influence and imperial supremacy, technical modernisation attempts were first applied to
the silver mines as a form of crisis management. A mining academy was established in Freiberg
in 1765 with the aim to make mining and metallurgy more profitable. Scientific improvements
included water pumps, digging machines and deep extraction techniques, first developed for

ore mining and later applied and expanded in the Industrial Age to coal mining. By the mid 20th
century, the Freiberg mines were no longer profitable and mining ceased in 1969. Today the
Freiberg University of Mining and Technology maintains the mines as research facilities for its
more than 5,000, mainly international students, with a focus on natural resource exploration and
extraction as well as alternative energies.

Open-Lit Lignite Mines at Jinschwalde & Welzow-Siid, Lusatia, Brandenburg (Germany), four-
channel audio, 8 min

Lusatia is one of the primary regions of coal mining in Germany, along with the Rhine-Ruhr

region to the Western part of the country. Lignite, also known as brown coal, is extracted here and
accounts for 40% of Germany'’s primary energy generation. And yet, lignite is one of the lowest
ranks of coal—highly moist, it burns quickly and releases many volatile gases, and its low-energy
density means more of it is needed for lesser output. The open-pit mines in Janschwalde and
Welzow-Siid are two of many, employing strip-mining methods that have dried out the marshy
fields and turned them into dry, dusty, polluted moon-like landscapes. Many surrounding villages
have been de-inhabited for the expansion of the mines. The pumping of groundwater out of the
mines is inefficient and wasteful, while the redistribution of excess water into artificial basins

or canals eventually disrupts the flow of surrounding rivers, streams and estuaries. In the case

of Janschwalde, the natural direction of the nearby Malxe River has been fully interrupted, while
the massive holes left in the ground, stripped of their coal deposits, will be filled up to create an
artificial lake by 2030. In 2016, Welzow-Siid was the focus of one of the ‘Ende Geldnde’ campaigns.
Formed in 2015 as a coalition of German environmental groups, along with people from anti-

coal and anti-nuclear movements, Ende Geldnde (the name is a word play, its literal meaning is
‘expiration area’ but it also means ‘here and no further’ in German) is a civil disobedience action
group, involving 3,500-4,000 activists. They forcibly blocked the Welzow-Siid mine for 48 hours
and in turn, reduced the power output of the nearby Schwarze Pumpe station down to 20%—with
direct consequences for the entire German grid. The the long-term goal of a socially amicable coal
phase-out and the so-called ‘Energy Transition’ to renewables poses a challenge as it conflicts not
only with the private interests of oligarchic energy companies in the fossil fuel and nuclear power
sector but also with the local communities whose livelihoods depend on coal mining. The term
‘climate justice’ was coined by action groups to address climate change as an ethical and political
issue as much as an environmental one.
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Act Il of Carbon Theater, commissioned for SB13, takes place in an abandoned
planetarium scheduled for demolition. The work consists of a found site, a four-channel
sound installation, a wall drawing and a free booklet. Entering the planetarium, visitors
are immersed in soundscapes recorded at various sites of energy extraction——from
open pit mines and oil refineries to wind farms and ancient watermills. Sensing out the
sites’ sonic properties and non-visible topographies, each soundscape is uncommented
and lasts several minutes. The acoustic projections give voice to more formations than
just the human, challenging anthropocentric narratives around life and non-life. They
form a space where the question ‘what formations are we keeping in existence or
extinguishing?’ requires attunement to a ‘we’ that is no longer self-evident. The sites
are listed in the booklet, alongside texts, photographs and drawings. One drawing is
applied to the rear exterior wall of the planetarium. It shows a blurry yellow line cutting
horizontally across the hemicycle of a dome. The form is mirrored, suspending gravity,
disorienting direction, and displacing human perspective.
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Natascha Sadr Haghighian’'s research-based practice encompasses a variety

of forms and formats, among them video, performance, installations, text, and
sound, and is primarily concerned with the socio- and geopolitical implications

of contemporary modes of world-making. Carbon Theater is part of a long-term
collaboration with writer and artistic researcher Ashkan Sepahvand, whose
practice traces associations from within the histories of the body, the sensory,
imagination, celebration, transformation, futurity, queerness, and collectivity.
Together, they founded the institute for incongruous translation, a mode through
which they engage in collective inquiries into the productive discrepancies between
sensing and knowing. Most recently, Ashkan and Natascha decided to study
chemistry, as a way of attuning to the planetary transformations unfolding around
them. Act | of Carbon Theater was presented as part of ‘The Eighth Climate’, 11th
Gwangju Biennale (2016). Rather than offering highlights from a CV, Haghighian
asks readers to go to www.bioswop.net, a CV-exchange platform where artists and
other cultural practitioners can borrow and lend CVs for various purposes.

Elizabeth Povinelli is Franz Boas Professor of Anthropology and Gender

Studies at Columbia University, New York. Her book Geontologies: A Requiem

to Late Liberalism (Duke University Press, 2016) has significantly framed the
conversations for Carbon Theater. Povinelli suggests that Foucault's concept of
biopower is inadequate for addressing contemporary mechanisms of governance,
especially within the context of settler colonialism and neoliberal regimes of
extraction. Instead, she proposes the term ‘geontopower’, a mode that regulates
the distinction between Life and Non-Life via the deployment of certain dramatis
personae—figures such as the Desert, the Animist, and the Virus—in order to reveal
the anthropocentric drama behind liberal politics.

Tadzio Miiller is a political scientist and climate justice activist based in Berlin,
where he works for the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation. His research focuses on
strategies of social transformation in social movements, working on questions

of climate justice and the German ‘Energiewende’. For Carbon Theater, Miiller
has addressed his involvement with the ‘Ende Gelande' campaign, an alliance of
individuals and organizations from the anti-nuclear and anti-coal movements
who have engaged in mass civil disobedience actions at various coal mining sites
in Germany. Here, Miiller narrates how the Ende Geldnde campaign was able to
occupy and shut down operations at an open pit mine in Lusatia.

Namik Mackic¢ holds a degree in music from the Norwegian Academy of Music and
another in philosophy from the University of Oslo as well as a Master in Design
Studies from Harvard GSD. He is currently a research associate with Harvard
Mellon Urban Initiative and a guest critic at the Rhode Island School of Design. As
an interlocutor for Carbon Theater, Mackic reflects on the ‘city’ as a testing ground
for the co-evolution of humans with and through technological systems. Macki¢
attempts to reconceive extraction as not only those operations that intervene into
the Earth, but as the full-scale territorialisation of planetary space by technology.
This involves an ontological shift that considers the complete range of world-
making protocols, from the technical to the biological and geological, all as part of
the Earth’s slow-working ‘technicity’.
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CARBON THEATER

a planetary drama around life and non-life
an ongoing study between Natascha Sadr
Haghighian and Ashkan Sepahvand

act I: from blue to red

sonic pill (English):
http://possest.de/2016/08/24/carbon-
theater/

sonic pill (Korean):
http://possest.de/2016/08/26/
carbontheaterkorean/

Commissioned for: The Eight Climate (What
Does Art Do?) / 11th Gwangju Biennale /
2.9.2016-6.11.2016

act II: a yellow line in the sky
Commissioned for: Tamawuj / Sharjah
Biennial 13/10.3.2017 - 12.6.2017
Organised by Sharjah Art Foundation
Curator: Christine Tohme

Curatorial assistance for Carbon Theater:
Taibah Albisher

Booklet

Texts and drawings: Natascha Sadr
Haghighian and Ashkan Sepahvand /
Photos: Natascha Sadr Haghighian / Project
Assistance: Shirin Sabahi / Design: Natascha
Sadr Haghighian, Ashkan Sepahvand /
Translators: Ziad Abdullah (Arabic);
Sheherbano Igbal (Urdu), Syed Hassan
Mujtaba (Urdu) / Copy editors: Mohammed
Abdallah (Arabic); Ismail Alrifaie (Arabic);
Ryan Inouye (English); Naveed Majeed (Urdu)

Sound

Sound recording and mastering: Natascha
Sadr Haghighian and Ashkan Sepahvand /
Additional recordings: Yara Haskiel, Thomas
Macholz, Bianca Theis, Verena Vargas /
Production assistance: Shirin Sabahi /
Thanks to: Erik Wiegand, Evelio Javier
Bueno, Brigitte and Ditmar Schmidt, Astrid
Hobracht, Khalid Abdalla Ali Hassan
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